


 

AIF contracts
Work on the development of the ITER building site, 
which has been carried out in accordance with the 
commitments made by both France and Europe, has 
generated more than 100 million Euros of contracts 
over the past three years and has created a considerable 
amount of business. The purchasing procedure, 
which was set up by Agence Iter France, is based 
on several decrees including the 2005-1742 decree.  
All market studies over 210 000 Euros and supply and 
service markets of over 206 000 Euros are published in 
the European Union official journal. Information is also  
freely available on the website www.iterentreprises.com  
and through publications in the daily regional  
newspapers. At the moment, the contracts for the 
construction of the ITER headquarters are out for  
tender. This contract  available for tender is for the  
general contractor who will carry out the construction 
of a group of buildings with carparks and road access. 
The main building, with a surface area of 21 500 square  
metres, will house four floors of offices for 450 people  
and the company restaurant. Applications and technical 
and commercial proposals should be submitted before 
26th February 2010. These will then be analysed and the 
final decision on the company chosen to build the ITER 
headquarters is expected to be made in April 2010.  The 
tendering documents will be available to companies on 
the secure internet site: https://marches.cea.fr

ITER business network: 
a full house for the 
second edition

More than five hundred French company represen-
tatives from a wide range of activities, including 
four hundred industrial companies and service 
industries, participated in the national industrial 
meetings which were held in Aix-en-Provence and 
Cadarache in December 2009. During a total of 
eight hundred business meetings, useful contacts 
were established for the future calls for tender 
from Fusion for Energy and the ITER Organization.

European calls  
for tender    
The European domestic agency F4E launched 
several calls for tenders at the end of 2009: 
excavation works on the zone where the tokamak 
building is to be built, construction of the seismic 
protection system (delivery of the first models 
at the beginning of 2012) and the construction 
of the building to produce the poloidal coils (to 
be completed by the end of 2011). Since these 
contracts are to assist the project, the task force 
of employees from Assystem, Ingerop and Astrium 
are  optimising the work specifications with a view 
to receiving commercial and industrial proposals 
in February 2010. Two other tendering packages 
for assistance to the project contractor (contractor 
and security/safety assistance throughout the 
construction period) have also been prepared 
with a view to receiving tenders in February 2010.
http://fusionforenergy.europa.eu

The works on the development of the ITER construction site,  
supervised by the Agence Iter France which was created in 2006, 
are on schedule. Here is a photographic recap of the works which 
have already generated expenditure in excess of 100 million euros.
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Preparatory Works (2007-2008)

ITER site visits

In the preparatory stages, thirty 
people were employed for the 

land clearing works in 2007 and 
2008. These works were carried 
out by a taskforce of employees 
from three companies: Macagno in 
Pertuis, Dolza in Fuveau and Smag 
in Valensole. At the same time 
teams of archaeologists (about a 
dozen people in all) carried out 
archaeological surveys which 
revealed a few kilns, a lime kiln 
and a glassworks dating back to 
1667 which was created following 
a contract between the Lord of Ca-
darache and the glassworkers of 
Manosque and Valsaintes.  Before 
laying the hydraulic network sys-
tem alongside the departmental 
road RD952, a series of archaeolo-
gical digs were carried out in 2008 
and brought to light a necropolis 
dating from the 3rd to 5th century 
AD. Some other objects were also 
discovered, including earrings, a 

bracelet and a ring.
The development of the building 
site also involved the construction 
of about twelve kilometres of 
roads within the ITER site perime-
ter including a road constructed 
for the  transportation of excep-
tionally large convoys of up to 
900 tonnes in the future. The first 
exceptionally large component 
will be a bridge crane which is 
expected to arrive on site after the 
end of 2013.
The earthworks and levelling 
operations started in spring 2008, 
they involved more than a hundred  
employees and were finished in 
spring 2009. Nearly a hundred 
people also contributed to the 
works on the hydraulic network 
system which were all but finished 
in autumn 2009. They involved the 
construction of quality control 
basins for the cooling water 
and storm basins which were 

completed in June 2009 and the 
laying of drainage pipes for the 
management of different waste 
water (rain, industrial, sanitary, 
etc) which was finished in August 
2009 followed by the completion 
of the sanitary water treatment 
facility in December 2009. In addition, 
nearly one hundred and fifty 
people took part in the building 
of temporary offices of more than 
6 800 square metres to house 
offices for both the ITER and 
Fusion for Energy teams and the 
construction site personnel with a 
subcontractor’s area designed for 
up to 800 people. The foundations 
of a new temporary office building 
for 300 personnel were completed 
in December 2009. The first 
offices will be finished in January 
2010 and the building will be  
opened in June 2010. •

The ITER Site Preparation 

Three years of 
work in pictures!                  


